Learn About Bears




There are 8 species of bear—the North
American black bear, the brown bear, the
polar bear, the Asiatic black bear, the
Andean, the panda, the sloth bear, and the
sun bear. All of these species differ in
size, habitat, and diet, but they have quite
a few things in common.

For instance, all bears are mammals. They are generally large and stocky with
short tails and thick legs. They have large heads and small ears, long claws, and
strong jaws and teeth. They can stand on their hind legs because they walk flat-
footed like humans do. They generally stand up like that to listen and watch as
they assess a situation. They have good hearing and an excellent sense of smell.
All bears have both a thick,
warm fur underneath, and
longer guard hair overtop.

v u All bears can swim. They are
| intelligent animals and quick
learners and easily adapt to
changes in their environment.
An adult male bear is called a
boar. A female is a sow and
babies are called cubs.

Bears are indigenous to just
about every continent in the world except Antarctica, Australia, and Africa. Itis
believed that North American bears migrated from Asia.

We'll take a look at all the species of bear and find out how they are different
from one another.



Bear Anatomy




World Map of Bears




The North American Black Bear
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Black bears are the most common bears in North America. At one time they could
be found in every one of the lower 48 states, but now they mostly found in Alaska
and Canada, the western states down to Mexico, and a few mountainous pockets in
the south and east, such as the Appalachian Mountains and the Ozark Mountains.

The black bear is also the smallest bear in North America. The males are larger
than the females, averaging about 500 Ibs while the female only averages 200 Ibs.
They are very strong, however, with the ability to overturn rocks weighing 300 Ibs!
They can run up to 30 mph for short distances though they usually walk slowly
through the forest watching out for food.

Black bears are omnivores—they eat both plants and meat. They make their dens
in caves or under rocks or the roots of trees, and eat berries, bulbs, fish, nuts,
ants, mice, carrion, and shoots. And honey. Black bears love honey so much, they
eat the whole hive.

Black bears sleep through the winter in a form of hibernation. They slow their
heart rate and lower their body temperature to conserve energy. Curled up ina
tight ball with their heads between their front paws and their backs to the cold,
they sleep through the winter months—up to 7 months! Black bears live up to 25
years in the wild, so that is a lot of sleep.



Asiatic black bear

The Asiatic black bear is similar to the North American black bear. It is found in
China, Russia, Korea, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and some of the islands of
Japan. These bears are also known as moon bears because of the crescent shape
on their chests.

Asiatic black bears are more carnivorous than their American cousins, though
vegetable matter still makes up the largest part of their diet. They eat small
mammals, birds, fish, mollusks, carrion, grasses, fruits, berries, seeds, insects, and
(of course) honey.

Asiatic black bears are solitary animals who come together only to mate or fight
for territory. They are excellent climbers and spend much of their time in the
treetops hunting for food. In northern habitats, they hibernate like North
American black bears, but in southern climates they don't hibernate at all.

Deforestation and a loss of habitat have caused the Asiatic black bear to be
endangered. They have few natural predators, but human progress and hunting for
use in ancient medicines has caused a drastic decine in their natural population.



Brown Bears

There are many different types of brown bear, including the great grizzly so
popular in the United States. There are also the Kodiak bear, the Eurasian brown
bear, and the Marsican brown bear to name a few.

The brown bear is the most widely distributed bear in the world. Grizzly bears can
be found in the northwestern United States and Canada. Kodiak bears live on
Kodiak Island off Alaska's coast. The Eurasian brown bear, also known as the
common brown bear, is found across northern Europe and Russia. The Marsican
brown bear can be found in Italy. There are other subspecies found in even more
regions of the world.

The Kodiak bear is the largest bear, with males standing up to 10 feet tall and
weighing up to 1700 pounds. Brown bears have a large hump on the top of their
backs, across their shoulders, made of strong muscle for digging and quick running
spurts. Their fur can range from light brown to almost black, depending on the
subspecies.

Brown bears, like other bears, are omnivorous. They eat nuts, berries, fish, fruits,
and other mammals as well as the honey so loved by all bears. They have no natural
predators, resting securely at the top of the food chain.

Brown bears dig dens for winter hibernation, and the female gives birth during the
long winter sleep.



Andean Bear

The Andean Bear, also known as the spectacled bear, makes its home in the jungles
of the Andes Mountains in South America, mostly from Venezuela to Bolivia. It is
the only bear indigenous to that continent.

The Andean bear has black, brown or red fur that is shaggier than black or brown
bears. He gets his common name because of the lighter fur that surrounds his
eyes, giving him the appearance of wearing spectacles.

Spectacled bears are among the smallest of all bears, with the male standing a
mere 5 feet high and weighing up to 340 pounds. They are intensely shy and spend
most of their time in the isolated cloud forests high up in the mountains.

Unlike brown and black bears, Andean bears are mostly herbivorous, feeding on
fruit, berries, cacti, tree bark, and honey. However, they will supplement that diet
with rodents, rabbits, and birds when necessary. They are supreme climbers and
spend a lot of time in trees. Also, they are nocturnal, doing most of their foraging
at night and sleeping during the day on stick platforms in the trees.

Andean bears are endangered because of a loss of habitat. Though they can live up
to 25 years in the wild, there are only roughly 3,000 left due to deforestation and
other habitat loss.



Sun Bear

Even smaller than the Andean bear is the sun bear. Indigenous to southeast Asia
and Indonesia, this bear stands only 4-5 feet and weighs only up to 150 pounds.
Their habitat is the dense lowland forests of that region.

Sun bears are nocturnal. They have extremely long claws, which they use to rip
open logs to search for termites. Omnivorous in nature, sun bears also eat fruits,
berries, lizards, small birds, and rodents. They have an unusually long tongue with
which they remove honey from hives. In fact, one of their nicknames is the ‘honey
bear.’

The sun bear gets his name from the horseshoe-shaped swath of light-colored hair
on his neck and upper chest. Sun bears do not hibernate because they live in
tropical climates, making hibernation unnecessary.

Unfortunately, sun bears are often hunted for their body parts to be used in
traditional medicines. They are also hunted for meat. Add that to the
deforestation of their habitats, and scientists fear the sun bear will soon be
endangered, if it isn't already. These bears are quite shy, so it is hard for
scientists to get a sure count of their numbers.



Polar Bear

Polar bears have the coldest habitat of all. They live in the Arctic, a place of ice
and snow almost year round. Polar bears have to wander for several hundred miles
each year to search for food, but amazingly enough, they have a home area to
which they always return.

Polar bears are solitary animals, and when they meet, they fight. Females are
extremely protective of their cubs and will attack to defend them. Males often
fight over territory or food.

The forepaws of polar bears are partially webbed. This allows them to swim
strongly, and they can easily swim for hours without stopping. The paws are also
covered in fur, to keep them warm and help them find purchase onice. Their paws
are up to 12 inches across, which helps them distribute their weight better so ice
doesn't break underneath them.

Polar bears have black skin to attract the sun so they can keep warm, but their
bright coat provides camouflage in their snowy surroundings. The fur is not
actually white—it is pigment-free, which means it has no color. The hollow core of
each hair refracts visible light, much like what happens to snow.

Polar bears eat seals, geese, birds, and sometimes other small mammals, as well as
Arctic marine mammals such as bowhead whales, walruses, and narwhals. Because
of their habitat, they are carnivorous.



Only pregnant female polar bears hibernate. They dig a snow den for the purpose
of hibernating and giving birth. Otherwise, non-pregnant sows and males continue
to hunt year round. Polar bears live 25-30 years in the wild.

Sloth Bear

Another Omnivore, the sloth bear is native to the forests of South Asia, especially
India. With its shaggy coat and sweet face, it looks almost like a teddy bear. The
sloth bear is another nocturnal bear, foraging alone for termites and ants as the
main part of its diet.

Sloth bears are built specifically for digging up these insects. They have long,
curved claws they use to penetrate nest mounds, which are often hard as rocks.
Once they've clawed a hole in the mound, the bears suck the insects out of it
through a gap in their front teeth. They actually close their nostrils and use their
lips like a vacuum cleaner. It's kind of like eating ants through a straw.

Sloth bears also eat fruit, flowers, and honey. They can grow to around 6 feet tall
and weigh as much as 310 pounds. When threatened, they will stand at their full
height and display their wicked-looking claws. Sloth bears are often hunted as
varmints, because they tend to destroy crops and display aggressive behavior.

Not only are they hunted, but their habitat is slowly being destroyed by human
progression. Sloth bears are considered vulnerable, which means they could easily
become endangered.

Sloth bears can live up to 40 years in the wild and the sows generally birth 2 cubs
at a fime. The cubs are the only babies among all the bears that ride on their
mother's back.



Giant Panda

The Giant Panda makes its home in the mountain ranges of central China They once

lived in lowland areas, but farming, forest clearing, and development has pushed them
into the mountains Sadly, habitat loss is the most serious threat that faces the panda.

Bamboo accounts for 99% of the Giant Panda’s diet. Even more incredible, a panda
spends 12 hours a day eating bamboo. Though it provides a year-round food source,
bamboo is quite low in nutritional value. To survive on it pandas need to eat up to 88
pounds (40 kg) a day! Also, though pandas are herbivores, they have the digestive
system of a carnivore. Scientists have been unable to explain why a creature built to
eat meat has become a creature who eats only plants, and especially bamboo. Though
pandas are able to eat about 25 different species of bamboo in the wild, only a few are
available in the regions in which they now inhabit. Because of the lack of habitat, the
panda population has dwindled to about 1,600 in the wild, and they are considered
endangered.

In the wild, giant pandas live for 10-15 years. They are land mammals but are capable
of swimming and climbing. They are generally solitary animals who occupy their own
defined characters. Females will not tolerate another female in their territory. They
generally interact only to mate and during the time when the mother is bonded to the
cub. Pandas do not hibernate, but they do move to lower altitudes for winter. Unlike
other bear species, pandas do not build permanent dens, but shelter in crevices and
caves.

A full-grown panda weighs about 175-275 pounds and stands 5-6 feet long from tail to
nose. They differ from other bears in that their eyes have slit pupils (like cat's eyes).
They also have a large pad over their wrist bones that acts like an opposable thumb.
They use these pads for gripping bamboo and climbing trees.



Bear Anatomy

Fill in the boxes to show the parts of a bear’s anatomy.
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Across

2. Male bear

5. Animal that eats both plants and meat
9. Black and white bear in China

10. Coldest bear habitat

13. largest bear

14. Sleep through winter

16. Female bear

17. Only South American Bear

18. Popular brown bear in North America

19. Indian bear who carries cubs on her back

20. Smallest bear

Down

1. Baby bear

3. Black bear found in Southeast Asia
4. Back side of bear

6. 99% of Giant Panda's Diet

7. Area where a bear hunts and lives
8. Bear found in eastern United States
11. Native to an area

12. Search for food

15. Area where a bear's nose is found

z0 ‘ |
Word Bank
Sloth Boar Bamboo
Asiatic Black Forage
Territory Cub Arctic
Indigenous Panda Hibernate
Omnivore Black Andean
Muzzle Sun Rump
Grizzly Kodiak




ANDEAN
BLACK
GRIZZLY
MUZZLE
POLAR
SUN

Bear Word Search

ARCTIC
BROWN
HIBERNATE
OMNIVORE
RUMP
TERRITORY

T z
M A T
Q I

X L

o M

u 6

X W

R ¢

W X

N H

T I

6 X

o T

T s

H B

ASIATIC
FORAGE
KODIAK
PANDA
SLOTH



